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Economic Development Commission Meeting Minutes
Florissant City Hall Council Chambers
March 2%", 2021 at 9am

The Economic Development Commission of the Citfloirissant on Thursday, March
25, 2021 at 9:00 a.m.

Roll Call

Travis Wilson, Economic Development Director caltb@ meeting to order at 9:05a.m. On Roll
Call the following members were present. Rick 8tes; Dave Beckham, Joe Meyer, Tony Cancila, Kevi
Kelly, Gary Meyer, Mark Goldstein, Jessica Berctifdlohnny Londoff Jr., and Venus Martz

Also present was Mayor Timothy Lowery and Travidsdi, Economic Development Director.
A quorum being present the Economic Development i@ssion was in session for the transaction of

business.

Mayor’'s Remarks

Mayor Lowery thanked everyone for coming and eixygld the commission began meeting as a
business inclusion lunch and has been formalizedarregular meeting commission. The commission
will present members with an opportunity to shaleas without concern for how ideas are received by
the city. Members are encouraged to share sucls.iddee Mayor will attend when needed, but not
regularly. Travis Wilson will be the Staff Liaison.

Elections

Joe Meyer volunteered as the Chair for the Econddaieelopment Commission. Kevin Kelly
made a motion to accept Joe Meyer as the ChaithéEconomic Development Commission, seconded
by Gary Meyer. Motion carried.

Jessica Berchtold volunteered as the Vice ChaitiferEconomic Development Commission.
Venus Martz made a motion to accept Jessica Bddclags the Vice Chair for the Economic
Development Commission, seconded by Mark Goldsiaotion carried.

Director’'s Report

Travis Wilson provided a report (attached) on s$tetus Florissant regarding various topics.
Mayor Lowery stated Ross Dress for Less has staeeblition on the interior portion of the building

the company is awaiting the purchasing contradh @itoss Keys for the business to open.
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Open Discussion

Meeting Date
Travis Wilson confirmed the"4Thursday of every month at 9a.m. will be the nmegetime for

the Economic Development Commission. Venus Martz Johnny Londoff, Jr. stated they would like
meetings to remain in the mornings at or after 9a.m

Field Trips

Travis Wilson stated interested in holding varitiyss to the surrounding areas of Florissant for
research on their economic development. Mayor Lgvgpoke about a previous visit to Kirkwood.
Jessica Berchtold agreed trips to various surraynatiunicipalities could be helpful.

Business Hosting

Travis Wilson stated any business owners presehirderested in hosting a meeting one month
should reach out to him via email or phone.

Staggered Terms

Travis Wilson informed members terms were stagfdree to the ordinance written for the first
few years of the commission. 4 members were pitkeskrve each of the following terms: 1 year, 2
years, or 3 years. Any members interested in comiinto serve were encouraged by Travis to reach
out and confirm interest to be reappointed.

American Rescue Plan Act

Rick Stevens requested to know if funds are abkEldor economic development from the
Federal Government. Mayor Lowery stated exploratoegtings are being held and money is being set
aside for economic development. Rick Stevens stidtednfrastructure in Florissant is important and
many residents do not have access to wireless netway computers. Travis Wilson informed the
commission of a possible economic development saleto be passed in the future. He stated multiple
municipalities in the St. Louis region have theesaiax and could produce over $2.5 million annually
Mr. Wilson continued the sales tax could creat®pition for a small business loan option through the
city. Mayor Lowery added the Pools at Koch Park Badgert need to be addressed first, but require
too much improvement and too much cost to keep tiu@ictioning as they stand.

270 Project

Johnny Londoff, Jr. remarked the project is malanguge difference and has needed repair for
25 to 30 years with MoDOT and Millstone Weber waorkihard to complete the project in a timely

manner.
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141 Extension

Travis Wilson stated he is working on an appeath® Federal Government which would
require a levee to be built and open a large aveadvelopment. Kevin Kelly noted Mayor Robert
Lowery tried to push for the extension for years.

Ribbon Cutting on Inclusive Playground

Mayor Lowery stated the inclusive playground is teehold a ribbon cutting on April®7and
the playground should open in August 2021.

Business Licenses

Dave Beckham requested more information regartiegaverage number of business licenses
approved in the last year and how many are deckmedapproved. Mayor Lowery noted not many are
declined and the average number will have to beewetd from the business license department. Mark
Goldstein noted many in-home businesses do not hasmess licenses but should if the business is
conducted out of the home and reaches a high thickesMayor Lowery added sales tax in 2020
decreased by 25% due to COVID-19 and big businesess able to survive, but small business took a
big hit. Travis Wilson noted about 80 businesseseevierminated since the Florissant fiscal year bega
on December 1, 2020. He noted about 60 of thoséndmss licenses closed due to a change of
ownership.

Koch and Bangert Pools

Tony Cancila asked how long Bangert could remaircfional. Mayor Lowery noted about 3 —
5 years and new aquatic center could be locaté&bain or Eagan parks. He stated Koch Park was the
best option for space, but it is not in the cenfalown which would be preferable. Joe Meyer asked
there are other activities that could attract fasilmore than pools. Mayor Lowery stated the Parks
Department is working on hiring a new superintenndeimo can bring in new ideas since a change is
needed. He noted the parks aren’t being usedhixe should and mentioned the Golf Course held a St.

Patrick’s Day event which brought in 99 golfersabday which would usually be slow.
Conclusion

Venus Martz moved to adjourn the nmggtseconded byessica Berchtold. Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 10:06a.m.

Savanna B Burton, Deputy City Clerk




